THE HEART
OF THE CITY
PROJECT

WE BELIEVE THAT GOD IS
CALLING US TO BUILD …
TO GROW

FOR THOSE IN NEED

We are building in the confidence that
God has called us as a church to grow.
This includes creating more and better
spaces on-site for our children and
youth groups, as well as a wide variety
of midweek groups for all-ages.

As a city centre church, we feel called
to expand the ways in which we support
people in need, including those who
are homeless, those who are lonely and
isolated, those who are struggling with
mental health issues, families under
pressure, and many others.

TO SUSTAIN

FOR OUR COMMUNITY

Over 175 years, seven generations of
people have invested in our buildings
and helped to make possible all the
things we do today. Now it is our turn to
act as good stewards over the resources
we have been given, and invest afresh
to build for the mission of future
generations.

This building project is not just for us,
it’s also for our community. As there
is a shortage of city-centre locations
available in Lancaster, we want to
provide accessible and flexible spaces
which can be used to host a wide
variety of community groups, in order to
enhance the life of people in our city.

PHASE 2: THE NEW CHURCH CENTRE

WHAT WILL THE NEW CENTRE GIVE US?
GROUND FLOOR
•

2 large meeting rooms with
sliding partition which can be
drawn back to form one very
large room

•

Large Foyer/Connect Lounge
with welcome/reception desk

•

Large kitchen with hatches that
serve into both foyer and large
meeting room

•

•
•
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Visit www.st.tees.org.uk to see more information on the building project, including
more detailed floor plans.

FIRST FLOOR
•

•

4 mid-sized meeting rooms,
with sliding partition to enable
two of these to form a large
meeting room

Counselling room

•

Small kitchen

•

3 unisex toilets, one of which is
a disabled toilet

•

Lift and stairwell access,
including rear stairwell access
to 1st floor for staff offices and
24/7 prayer
Open-plan staff office
accommodation
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The second floor will provide a youth zone in a mid-sized attic lounge space, plus
extensive storage provision. Solar panels will be mounted on the roof.
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LOOK HOW FAR WE’VE COME
This is a major project encompassing the whole of our large
site, but thanks to the generosity of church members and trust
funds, we’ve made great progress already.
Pledges + Gift Aid from Church Members
(with over £1.6 million already given)

£ 1,890,000

Grants from Trust Funds

£ 150,000

Fundraising events + sponsorship

£ 30,000

Total Pledged and Raised by Feb 2020

£ 2,070,000

This generosity has enabled us to get much done already:
Phase 1: Complete
•

Repairs to the spire;

•

Repairs to the West End of the main church;

•

Renovation works in the pre-school;

•

Successful submission of planning application
for the new centre.

Cost £280,000

LET’S GET THE CENTRE DONE!

HOW CAN I CONTRIBUTE?

We know that where God calls he also provides.
But he often starts by asking us what is in our
hand. He invites us into partnership with him, and
he takes the little we have to offer and multiplies
it to achieve his purposes (John 6.5-13).
There are three ways we can all be involved:

PRAY
For God to provide for all our needs, and to
speak to us about what part we can each play
in meeting these needs.

GIVE
We can all make a financial contribution,
great or small. Financial giving, and tithing in
particular (giving 10% of our income back to
God), is the only area of our lives in which we
are told to test God (Malachi 3.10). Those who
embark on the adventure of giving have many
stories to tell of God’s incredible faithfulness.
Since January 2017, church members have
pledged and raised over £2 million to this
project. Can you give generously to help
complete the work we have started?

We believe that this building project will be transformative for the
mission and ministry of St Thomas Church. We also believe that we
can do it if we all get involved and play our part.

RAISE
Some of us may not have much money but
may have time and talents to offer, which
could help with fundraising. Lots of people
have already come forward with fun and
creative ideas to help with fundraising,
or taken on a wide variety of sponsored
adventures. If you have ideas, get in touch
via hotc@st.tees.org.uk.

REFLECT
“Remember this: whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each
of you should give what you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you
abundantly, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in
every good work.”
2 Corinthians 9: 6-8
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