THE HEART
OF THE CITY
PROJECT
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WE BELIEVE THAT GOD IS
CALLING US TO BUILD…
TO GROW

for those in need

TO sustain

for our community

Over 175 years, seven generations of
people have invested in our buildings
and helped to make possible all the
things we do today. Now it is our turn to
act as good stewards over the resources
we have been given, and invest afresh
to build for the mission of future
generations.

This building project is not just for us,
it’s also for our community. As there
is a shortage of city-centre locations
available in Lancaster, we want to
provide accessible and flexible spaces
which can be used to host a wide
variety of community groups, in order to
enhance the life of people in our city.

We are building in the confidence that
God has called us as a church to grow.
This includes creating more and better
spaces on-site for our children and
youth groups, as well as a wide variety
of midweek groups for all-ages.

As a city centre church, we feel called
to expand the ways in which we support
people in need, including those who
are homeless, those who are lonely and
isolated, those who are struggling with
mental health issues, families under
pressure, and many others.
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FAMILY LIFE CENTRE
One example of the kinds of outreach ministries we want to offer from the new centre is the Family
Life Centre, aiming to show God’s love in practical ways to families under pressure in our city.
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Laying a Sure
Foundation

Prevention

Early intervention

Core Activities

• Pre-school
• PEEP – Early Years
Education Programme

• Parenting Courses – e.g.
Circle of Security
• Relationship Courses

• Parish Nursing
• Listening Service

Supporting Groups

Links to Church-based
groups: e.g.
• Little Fishes
• Messy Church
• Refresh
• Who let the Dads Out?
• Holiday Club
• Summer Fun Day
• Light Explosion
• Alpha Course

• CAP Money Course
• CAP Life Skills Courses

Support Groups: e.g.
• Bereavement support
• Mental health needs
• Parents of children with
special needs
• Post-natal depression
support group
• Survivors of domestic
abuse

Partner Agencies

• St T’s Community café
• St T’s ‘Safe Space’
hosting community
groups

Counselling organisations
offering family and play
therapy

•
•
•
•

CAP Debt Centre
Olive Branch
NHS
CVS – Third Sector Hub

It all starts
at YES!

In July 2018, the planning
authorities gave their unanimous
consent to our proposals to build
a new church centre.
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New Centre: Ground Floor
• 2 large meeting rooms
• Glazed link to main
church
• Large kitchen
• Foyer/coffee lounge
• Social seating area
• Accessible toilets
• Lift
Visit www.st.tees.org.uk
to see plans for the
first and second floors
of the new centre,
which provide 5
additional accessible
mid-sized meeting
rooms, 24/7 prayer
room, additional
kitchens, and offices.
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What will the Heart of the City Project bring?
Without Heart of the City

With Heart of the City

To Grow

• Junior church groups in overcrowded
rooms, some via full car park; youth
group meets off-site.
• Crowded and noisy coffee lounge.
• Busy foyer hinders welcome for
newcomers.

• 8 large and mid-sized meeting rooms
- all our youth and children’s groups
safely on-site.
• Spacious coffee lounge to ease crowding
and reduce noise levels.
• A Connect Lounge to greet newcomers.

To Sustain

• Shabby premises hinder welcome by hiding
the vibrant life of St Thomas’ Church.
• Water ingress and decaying woodwork
require increasingly costly maintenance.
• Activities at risk of closure through
mechanical and electrical failures.

• New centre will signal confidence,
purpose, and vibrancy to our city.
• Modern specifications will reduce our
environmental impact and running costs.
• New sources of revenue to release further
ministries of the church.

For Those
in Need

• Insufficient space to start regular new
ministries to reach those in need.
• Only 1 mid-sized room accessible for
those with mobility difficulties.

• Modern flexible and suitable spaces to
offer new ministries such as the Family
Life Centre, and lunch clubs for elderly.
• 7 mid-sized rooms all of which will be
accessible via a lift.
• Increased capacity for successful but
crowded groups such as the Little Fishes
toddler group.

For our
Community

• Insufficient available spaces for
community groups.

• A vibrant hub in the city centre, able
to host a wide variety of church and
community groups simultaneously.
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How could we
accomplish all this?
This is a major project encompassing the whole of
our large site. However, the project can be broken
down into 3 distinct phases:
Phase 1: Cost £250,000 - Completion date Nov 2018
• Repairs to the spire;
• Repairs to the West End of the main church;
• Renovation works in the pre-school;
• Successful submission of planning application
for the new centre.
Phase 2: Estimated cost £2.8 million
• New and much larger church centre to replace
existing church centre;
• Resurface car park, and landscape external
grounds.
Phase 3: Estimated cost £450,000
• Refurbish main church – upper room, balcony
fronts, mechanical and electrical systems.
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How can I contribute?
We believe that this building
project will be transformative for
the mission and ministry of St
Thomas Church. We also believe
that we can do it if we all get
involved and play our part.
We know that where God calls he also provides.
But he often starts by asking us what is in our
hand. He invites us into partnership with him, and
he takes the little we have to offer and multiplies
it to achieve his purposes (John 6.5-13).

There are three ways we can all be involved:

Pray
For God to provide for all our needs, and to
speak to us about what part we can each play
in meeting these needs.

Give
We can all make a financial contribution,
great or small. Financial giving, and tithing in
particular (giving 10% of our income back to
God), is the only area of our lives in which we
are told to test God (Malachi 3.10). Those who
embark on the adventure of giving have many
stories to tell of God’s incredible faithfulness.
In January 2017, church members made a
very generous start by making 3-year pledges
totalling £1.3 million. Can you give generously
to help complete the work we have started?
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Help
Some of us may not have much money but may
have time and talents to offer, which could help
with fundraising. This might take the form of:
Grant applications
If you can help us as we approach a number
of grant-making trusts for assistance, please
contact the Heart of the City team on:
hotc@st.tees.org.uk
Personal Sponsorship Challenges and
Fundraising activities
Lots of people have already come forward with
fun and creative ideas to help with fundraising,
or taken on a wide variety of sponsored
adventures. If you have ideas, get in touch via:
hotc@st.tees.org.uk

REFLECT
“Remember this: whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each
of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And
God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in
all things at all times, having all that you need,
you will abound in every good work.”
2 Corinthians 9:6-8

THE HEART OF THE CITY PROJECT
This Project…

Done for
these reasons:

…will do
five things...

Repair
the Spire

…which will bring God’s
love to the heart of
the city by enabling…
Expanded Children
& Youth Work

To Grow
Refurbish
the Church

Heart of
the city

To Sustain

For Those
in Need

For our
Community

Build a
New Church
Centre
Update the
Pre-School
Building
Resurface
the Car park

Family Life Centre

Parish Nursing

Support for
the Elderly
Drop-in spaces for
community groups
Restoring the Integrity
of this city landmark

